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Why read the Bible?

It is the Word of God:

All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness
2 Tim 3:16

So it is first hand knowledge rather than second hand knowledge.

An inerrant or infallible Bible is still second hand: “inerrancy”
could only apply to the original, not the copies or the translations,
or the interpretation.

An inspired Bible provides direct communication from God to the
reader.
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Problem

Any part of the Bible should be interpreted in the light of the rest
of the Bible

So, in order to understand any part of the Bible, you first need to
understand all the rest!

Where do you start?
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How to read the Bible

Start with the parts that need the least background: the
Gospels

If you find something puzzling, don’'t worry: “leave it on the
side of the plate for later”

Use the parts that are easy to understand to interpret the
parts that are harder to understand

Don't deduce any teaching from a single verse alone: Every
word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three
witnesses Mt 18:16

Pray: When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into
all the truth Jn 16:13



How to read the Bible

®» Obey what you learn:

® Now by this we may be sure that we know him, if we obey
his commandments.

o All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he
abides in them

® [or the love of God is this, that we obey his
commandments.
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Scaffolding supports a building while it is being constructed or
modified.

It can be very useful, but it is not part of the building!



Scaffolding




Bible Scaffolding

®» Reading notes



Bible Scaffolding

®» Reading notes

» Commentaries



Bible Scaffolding

®» Reading notes
®» Commentaries

» Sermons



e o o @

Bible Scaffolding

Reading notes
Commentaries
Sermons

Books on theology, philosophy, history, teaching



© o o o @

Bible Scaffolding

Reading notes

Commentaries

Sermons

Books on theology, philosophy, history, teaching

Other Christians (parents, teachers, friends,...)



© o o o o @

Bible Scaffolding

Reading notes

Commentaries

Sermons

Books on theology, philosophy, history, teaching
Other Christians (parents, teachers, friends,...)

Tradition: 'the democracy of the dead”



Comparison

Building

Scaffolding

Knowing God
Direct communication
First hand information
Understanding

Permanent

Knowing about God
Indirect communication
Second hand information
Background knowledge

Temporary

Scaffolding is useful: but is not part of the building

It is not a substitute for a personal encounter with God

(Don't camp out on the scaffolding forever!)
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The Problem with Scaffolding

1. A non-Biblical source suggests an interpretation

2. Every passage on the issue gets interpreted on this basis:
sometimes with much ingenuity

3. No other interpretation is even considered
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Demythologizers start with the assumption that miracles cannot
happen
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Therefore: any description of a miracle must be unhistorical
But the NT is full of descriptions of miracles

Therefore: the NT is unreliable as history

Therefore: all descriptions of miracles are unreliable history
Therefore: the miracles probably never happened

T herefore: miracles cannot happen!

...and the circle is complete
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Some Ancient Scaffolding

In Plato’s dialogue Phaedo (around 400 BC), Socrates gives
philosophical arguments for the immortality of the soul

The Early Christian Fathers tried to reconcile Greek philosophy
with Christian theology as much as possible

T herefore they assumed that the saved go to heaven and the
damned are tortured in hell for all eternity

All Bible passages about the future state of souls are interpreted
within this set of assumptions
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though the wicked sprout like grass and all evildoers flourish,
they are doomed to destruction for ever Ps 92:7

The way of the LORD is a stronghold for the upright, but
destruction for evildoers Prov 10:29

Yet a little while, and the wicked will be no more Ps 37:10

When the tempest passes, the wicked are no more, but the
righteous are established for ever Prov 10:25

T he wicked are overthrown and are no more, but the house of
the righteous will stand
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It is He alone who has immortality and dwells in unapprocable
light 1 Tim 6:16

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have
eternal life Jn 3:16

I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly Jn
10:10

But these are written so that you may come to believe that
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through
believing you may have life in his name Jn 20:31

The wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord Rom 6:23
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Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son
of God does not have life 1 Jn 5:12

Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and
immortality to light through the gospel 2 Tim 1:10

this mortal body must put on immortality 1 Cor 15:53

T hese will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction,
separated from the presence of the Lord and from the glory
of his might 2 Thes 1:9

But by the same word the present heavens and earth have
been reserved for fire, being kept until the day of judgement
and destruction of the godless 2 Peter 3.7



Conditional Immortality

john Stott, John Wenham, Philip E. Hughes, etc.
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